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Family Autism Network at Chapman creates time for friendship
April 27, 2015 | Updated May 1, 2015 8:50 p.m.
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A social get-together Sunday at Chapman University fostered social
interaction for young adults and adults with autism.

Groups teaming to host the event were the Family Autism Network, the
Chapman Ability Project and students and faculty from the Chapman
College of Educational Studies’ counseling, school psychology and
communication sciences and disorders programs.

Other participating were Cal State Fullerton’s Center for Autism and UC
Irvine.
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The Family Autism Network hosts such socials to provide a safe,
entertaining and age-appropriate environment where volunteers
facilitate social interaction with and between guests – who often struggle
with social engagement and maintaining friendships.

Family and other caregivers participate too. Sunday’s event included
dancing, magic, interactive classes and a quiet area; plus resources for
caregivers.

Volunteer Brittany Boole, left, dances with
Kyle Tiboni. Other activities at the social
including magic, interactive classes, a
capella, art and a quiet area.
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Think about the last time you saw a doctor; did you
feel like they were really listening to you?

Yes

Not entirely

No, they were rushing through the appointment

I can't remember
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